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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Background and Objective: Drawing on Stuart Hall’s
Research Article ~ theory and moving beyond a mere analysis of

"representational content™ to focus on "cognitive warfare
Article history: mechanisms,” this study seeks to explain how the
representation of Iranian women's identity in external

Received . o . . -
media is utilized as a tool for perception engineering and
June 28,2026 the undermining of social resilience during times of crisis
Received in (the Ramadan War).
revised form Methods: The statistical population consists of content
Aug 07,2026 (news, reports, videos, and images) produced by Iran
' International and published during the Ramadan War
Accepted period that relates to the representation of Iranian women's
Aug 20,2026 identity. A non-random "purposive” sampling method was
Published online ~ employed, and the unit of analysis was defined as the
Aug 21,2026 “content unit." Theoretical saturation understood as the
sufficiency of data to answer research questions and
Keywords:

achieve stability in the extracted codes was utilized.
Ramadan ~ War, Findings: The Iran International network reconstructs the
Women in the identity of the Iranian woman not merely as a social reality,
Media, Network DUt as a symbolic phenomenon and a tool for political
propaganda. It frequently conveys anti-lranian messages
aimed at undermining the cultural and gender identity of
Iranian women; by employing an "identity reconstruction"
Theory, Iranian strategy, it conducts cognitive operations through polarized
Women's Identity  narratives and ideological coding to shape both domestic
and global perceptions regarding the status of Iranian
women. Amidst the "Ramadan War" context, the network
portrays women through one-dimensional, symbolic
archetypes such as the "suffering woman,” the "resilient
woman," or the "iconic woman."

Conclusions: Biased media portrayals of Iranian women
conflict with their cultural and ethical rights in the era of

International,
Stuart Hall's
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cognitive warfare, highlighting the necessity of formulating
media policies to safeguard these rights. Furthermore,
shifting from traditional approaches toward managing
"cognitive defense™ against foreign narratives is essential
for protecting cultural and ethical rights in the age of
modern warfare.
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