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Obijective: Objective: To identify and analyze the components of the United States'
cognitive warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran in the strategy of discrediting.
These components were assessed using the Importance-Performance (IPA) model.
From a purpose perspective, this research is categorized as applied-developmental,
and regarding its type, it is considered descriptive-analytical with a mixed-methods
(qualitative-quantitative) approach. In the qualitative phase, the components were
extracted through the study of documents and records, and semi-structured interviews
with qualified experts (or elites). In the quantitative phase, these components were
assessed using a researcher-made questionnaire. Its validity was confirmed by the
esteemed supervisors and advisors, and its reliability was verified using Cronbach's
Alpha. Subsequently, the research process was analyzed using the Importance-
Performance Analysis (IPA) model, and the Friedman test was utilized to prioritize
the components.

The responses were obtained from a sample population of 100 individuals, who were
selected based on a comparative study of similar research and the guidance of the
professors, using purposive judgmental and snowball sampling methods.

Findings: The findings indicate that the United States' cognitive warfare strategy
aimed at discrediting the system of the Islamic Republic of Iran is executed within
the framework of eight main components (such as the instrumental use of
international organizations, undermining administrative and financial structures,
sanctions, efforts to reduce foreign investment, and the promotion of a destabilizing
role). The Importance-Performance Analysis (IPA) revealed that components such as
Intelligence cooperation with the Zionist regime to condemn Iran in international
forums and the Instrumental use of international laws and regulations, including the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT), fall into Quadrant I (High Importance,
Low Performance).These issues necessitate immediate action regarding the
resolution of these allegations through greater transparency in Iran's nuclear program
to prevent further entanglement in the discrediting trap.

Conclusion: he study demonstrates that the cognitive threats posed by the
discrediting regime have a cognitive and psychological nature and belong to the
category of hybrid warfare with a cognitive approach. Furthermore, a significant gap
exists between high importance and low performance in the critical components
targeting the system.Effective counteraction requires a strategic focus on the high-
risk components (Quadrant | of the IPA model), strengthening active media and
diplomatic efforts, increasing transparency regarding the peaceful nature of the
nuclear program and the level of enrichment, and enhancing cognitive resilience at
both domestic and international levels.
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